
Dashboard warning light Name Message

Charging System Trouble Light
Serious Charging System problem.
The vehicle should be brought to a complete stop as quickly as possible or the 
vehicle may simply stop running.

Charging System Trouble Light
The vehicle's hybrid battery must be serviced by your dealer or qualified 
service professional as soon as possible.

Brake Trouble Light
A serious problem with the brakes.
The light will also be on when the hand, or emergency, brake is engaged.

Brake Trouble Light
A serious problem with the brakes.
The light will also be on when the hand, or emergency, brake is engaged.

Brake Trouble Light
A serious problem with the brakes.
The light will also be on when the hand, or emergency, brake is engaged.

Brake Trouble Light
A serious problem with the brakes.
The light will also be on when the hand, or emergency, brake is engaged.

Parking Brake Indicator
Indicates that the parking, or emergency brake is engaged. Be sure to 
disengage the parking or emergency brake before driving.

Parking Brake Indicator
Indicates that the parking, or emergency brake is engaged. Be sure to 
disengage the parking or emergency brake before driving.

Parking Brake Indicator Indicates that service is necessary.

Oil Warning Lights Without the wavy line, your engine is telling you that the oil pressure is low

Oil Warning Lights A wavy line below the oil can indicates the oil level is low.

Oil Warning Lights
If it is seen on the instrument panel, pull over and shut down the engine as 
soon as possible to allow it to cool down.

Temperature Warning Indicators

The engine temperature is too high.
Should stop the vehicle and turn off the engine.
Turning on the heater to the highest setting will remove some of the heat as 
well.

Seat Belt Reminder Indicator The indicators simply want you to put on your seat belt.

Seat Belt Reminder Indicator The indicators simply want you to put on your seat belt.

SRS Air Bag Indicator
A problem exists with one of the many airbags in the vehicle, which should be 
taken to the dealer or authorized service center as soon as possible.

SRS Air Bag Indicator
A problem exists with one of the many airbags in the vehicle, which should be 
taken to the dealer or authorized service center as soon as possible.

Security and Immobilizer System 
Indicator

Indicate that the ignition switch is locked and will need the proper 
transponder-equipped key fob to start or re-start.

Security and Immobilizer System 
Indicator

Indicate that the ignition switch is locked and will need the proper 
transponder-equipped key fob to start or re-start.

Door Ajar and Other Open Indicator
Close the door, trunk lid, rear hatch, hood, or whatever is shown as open as 
soon as possible.



Door Ajar and Other Open Indicator
The ignition is on and Driverâ€™s Door is the one open. So long as the vehicle 
is not in gear, there should be nothing to be concerned about.

Hood Ajar Indicator
Be sure the hood is closed and/or that nothing is preventing the hood from 
fully closing. Otherwise, have the light and its trigger serviced as soon as 
possible

Power Steering Trouble Light

Maintenance or Service Required 
Indicator

The required service may be a common oil change or something more 
important such as a transmission service.

Master Warning Light Indicator
It could very well point out something as serious as low oil pressure.
However, despite the serious look to the symbol, it is generally associated 
with simple reminders such as a door ajar or that it is time to change the oil.

Master Warning Light Indicator
It could very well point out something as serious as low oil pressure.
However, despite the serious look to the symbol, it is generally associated 
with simple reminders such as a door ajar or that it is time to change the oil.

Transmission Oil Temperature Indicators
The oil temperature in the transmission is too high, which risks transmission 
failure.

Transmission Oil Temperature Indicators
The oil temperature in the transmission is too high, which risks transmission 
failure.

Transmission Oil Temperature Indicators
A transmission in a number of instances. Again, pull over and allow the 
transmission to cool down or there is a risk of failure.

Keyless Ignition Detection Indicator indicates that the key is not detected

Low Brake Pad Warning Light Your vehicleâ€™s brake pads are worn, or low, and need servicing

Pedestrian Warning Indicator A man standing in the driving lane.

Pedestrian Warning Indicator A collision with a person detected is imminent

Pedestrian Warning Indicator A collision with a person detected is imminent

Collision Warning System and 
Malfunction Indicator

Service Interval Indicator Indicate the approach of a Service Interval

Top Lock Indicator The lock mechanism is not engaged or has failed.

Top Failure Indicator
The car does not recognize where the top is and will need to be secured, 
opened or closed, manually.

External Sound System Fault Indicator Alert pedestrians to the presence of the vehicle.

Lane Departure Warning Indicator The vehicle crosses the line without having used a turn signal.



Dashboard 
warning light Name Message

Parking Brake Indicator Indicates that service is necessary.

Parking Brake Indicator Indicates that service is necessary.

Oil Warning Lights An admonition to check the oil.
If the oil level is good, the engine needs servicing as soon as possible as an oil pump 

failure is likely and will lead to serious engine damage.

Oil Warning Lights An admonition to check the oil.
If the oil level is good, the engine needs servicing as soon as possible as an oil pump 

failure is likely and will lead to serious engine damage.

Oil Warning Lights The engineâ€™s RPM has been reduced.
Low oil pressure can result in serious engine damage, even at reduced RPMs, so have the 

engine serviced as soon as possible.

Temperature Warning Indicators The engine temperature is too high.
Stop the vehicle and turn off the engine.

Turning on the heater to the highest setting will remove some of the heat as well.

Temperature Warning Indicators Fuel having entered the engine oil. Run the engine until warm to allow the fuel to 
evaporate. Also, avoid running at a high rpm as well.

SRS Air Bag Indicator A problem exists with one of the many airbags in the vehicle, which should be taken to 
the dealer or authorized service center as soon as possible.

Security and Immobilizer System 
Indicator

Indicate that the ignition switch is locked and will need the proper transponder-
equipped key fob to start or re-start

Sunroof Open indicator Close the sunroof if you wish.

Power Steering Trouble Light

Maintenance or Service Required 
Indicator

A reminder that routine maintenance is needed, such as an oil change, although the car 
on the lift could suggest a more serious problem.

Maintenance or Service Required 
Indicator

A reminder that routine maintenance is needed, such as an oil change, although the car 
on the lift could suggest a more serious problem.

Maintenance or Service Required 
Indicator

Indicate that one of the vehicleâ€™s systems has failed and needs repair. 

Master Warning Light Indicator A fault in the vehicleâ€™s Stability Control System, as well as a slip indicator. The vehicle 
can be driven with caution, but without the benefit of the advanced electronic control 

system.

Automatic Shift Lock / Engine 
Start Operation

A reminder that the brake must be stepped on to release the lock and shift the 
transmission into drive or reverse.

Automatic Shift Lock / Engine 
Start Operation

A reminder that the brake must be stepped on to release the lock and shift the 
transmission into drive or reverse.

Automatic Shift Lock / Engine 
Start Operation

A reminder that the brake must be stepped on to release the lock and shift the 
transmission into drive or reverse.

Roll Away Potential Indicator The shift lever in a vehicle equipped with an automatic transmission is not fully engaged 
in Park. This leaves the potential for the vehicle to move even with the engine off.

Check Engine Light



Check Engine Light

Check Engine Light

Electronic Shift or Throttle 
Control Indicator

denote that the system should be deactivated under normal driving conditions.

Electronic Shift or Throttle 
Control Indicator

there is a malfunction in the system.

Transmission Oil Temperature 
Indicator

The oil temperature in the transmission is too high, which risks transmission failure. 

Low Brake Pad Warning Light Your vehicleâ€™s brake pads are worn, or low, and need servicing.

Low Brake Pad Warning Light The pads are worn and need to be replaced.

Fuel, Low Fuel, and Fuel Sensor 
Indicators

The fuel is low

Fuel, Low Fuel, and Fuel Sensor 
Indicators

Indicates a failure of the sensor and that the level shown on the fuel gauge cannot be 
relied upon.

Fuel, Low Fuel, and Fuel Sensor 
Indicators

When the fuel level drops in vehicles powered by the gas

Low Windshield Washer Fluid 
Indicators

Fill the windshield washer fluid reservoir as soon as possible.

Low Windshield Washer Fluid 
Indicators

Fill the windshield washer fluid reservoir as soon as possible.

Low Windshield Washer Fluid 
Indicators

Fill the windshield washer fluid reservoir as soon as possible.

Low Windshield Washer Fluid 
Indicators

Fill the windshield washer fluid reservoir as soon as possible.

Slip, Stability Control and Fault 
Indicator

When a vehicle detects slippery conditions, its stability or traction control system is 
activated. The light will flash, irregularly in some vehicles, indicating that the system is 

doing its work, helping to keep the vehicle in control.

Slip, Stability Control and Fault 
Indicator

When a vehicle detects slippery conditions, its stability or traction control system is 
activated. The light will flash, irregularly in some vehicles, indicating that the system is 

doing its work, helping to keep the vehicle in control.

Slip, Stability Control and Fault 
Indicator

When a vehicle detects slippery conditions, its stability or traction control system is 
activated. The light will flash, irregularly in some vehicles, indicating that the system is 

doing its work, helping to keep the vehicle in control.

Slip, Stability Control and Fault 
Indicator

When a vehicle detects slippery conditions, its stability or traction control system is 
activated. The light will flash, irregularly in some vehicles, indicating that the system is 

doing its work, helping to keep the vehicle in control.

Stability Control Off Indicators The stability control system is deactivated.

Stability Control Off Indicators The stability control system is deactivated.

Stability Control Off Indicators The stability control system is deactivated.



Traction and Active Traction 
Control Indicator

Indicates the system is on and functioning or that the system has a malfunction, 
respectively.

Traction and Active Traction 
Control Indicator

A malfunction is indicated. Note that traction control systems use the vehicleâ€™s 
brakes and throttle in their operations and the malfunctions may be in the antilock 

brakes or the engine.

Traction and Active Traction 
Control Indicator

A malfunction is indicated. Note that traction control systems use the vehicleâ€™s 
brakes and throttle in their operations and the malfunctions may be in the antilock 

brakes or the engine.

Tire Pressure Monitoring System The inflation on one of the tires is reduced about 25% or more. In most cases, that will be 
about eight pounds

Tire Pressure Monitoring System The system needs to be reset or could mean that a tire is low as well. Regardless, the tire 
pressures must be checked for the sake of safety.

Collision Warning System and 
Malfunction Indicators

Collision Warning System and 
Malfunction Indicators

Use radar while others use cameras, which can be found here.

Collision Warning System and 
Malfunction Indicators

When the brakes are applied automatically, which would be obvious if it occurred!

Park Assist Systems Indicator There is a malfunction in the system or the sensors are dirty

Park Assist Systems Indicator The system may simply have been turned off. 

Frost or Cold Warning or Snow 
Mode Indicator

The vehicle has been placed in Snow Mode

Frost or Cold Warning or Snow 
Mode Indicator

Indicate cold weather and the possibility of frost on the roadway. 

Frost or Cold Warning or Snow 
Mode Indicator

Indicate cold weather and the possibility of frost on the roadway. 

Active or Advanced Cruise 
Control Indicators

Intended to imply a forward looking radar.

Lamp Out Indicator

Automatic Headlight Dimmer or 
Malfunction Indicator

The headlights themselves will continue to function in high or low beam, but they will 
need to be cycled manually

Automatic Headlight Dimmer or 
Malfunction Indicator

Use as an Automatic Wiper Fault Indicator

Auto Brake Hold Indicator Indicate a fault in the system.

Auto Brake Hold Indicator Indicate a fault in the system.

Auto Brake Hold Indicator Indicate a fault in the system.

Lane Departure Warning 
Indicator

The vehicle is traveling close to either the left or the right of the traveling lane.



Lane Departure Warning 
Indicator

The vehicle is traveling close to either the left or the right of the traveling lane.

Lane Departure Warning 
Indicator

The vehicle is traveling close to either the left or the right of the traveling lane.

Lane Departure Warning 
Indicator

A warning chime may also be heard.

Lane Departure Warning 
Indicator

A warning chime may also be heard.

Lane Departure Warning 
Indicator

The system is turned off.

Lane Departure Warning 
Indicator

A fault in the system.

External Sound System Fault 
Indicator

Alert pedestrians to the presence of the vehicle.

External Sound System Fault 
Indicator

Alert pedestrians to the presence of the vehicle.

External Sound System Fault 
Indicator

Alert pedestrians to the presence of the vehicle.

Power Top Trouble Indicator The roof can be folded away.

Power Top Trouble Indicator What goes up can come down.

Antilock Braking System Trouble 
Light

The ABS system helps to keep the car from skidding out of control during braking in 
slippery or extreme braking conditions by limiting your wheels from locking up.

Antilock Braking System Trouble 
Light

The ABS system helps to keep the car from skidding out of control during braking in 
slippery or extreme braking conditions by limiting your wheels from locking up.

Antilock Braking System Trouble 
Light

In slippery conditions, the driver must control any tendency for the wheels to lock 
during braking.

Antilock Braking System Trouble 
Light

Indicate a problem with the 4- or All-wheel Drive system as well as the ABS System. If this 
is the case, one or more additional indicators will be present. Have the vehicle checked as 

soon as possible by a competent shop.

Antilock Braking System Trouble 
Light

Come on when the ABS system is simply doing its job . It does not indicate a fault.

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Indicate the presence of an electronic key in a push button or, ironically, keyless start, or 
keyless ignition, vehicle.

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Indicate the presence of an electronic key in a push button or, ironically, keyless start, or 
keyless ignition, vehicle.

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Indicate the presence of an electronic key in a push button or, ironically, keyless start, or 
keyless ignition, vehicle.

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Indicate a weak fob battery

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Indicates that the fob is not detected or has been removed from the vehicle.



Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Indicates that the fob is not detected or has been removed from the vehicle.

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

The fob is detected but that the battery in the fob is low and should be replaced.

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Replace the battery as soon as possible. They do NOT use AA or AAA batteries!

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Replace the battery as soon as possible. They do NOT use AA or AAA batteries!

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Replace the battery as soon as possible. They do NOT use AA or AAA batteries!

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Get to get into and start your vehicle only if the correct device is present, has a working 
battery and is not interfered with by other electronics

Keyless Ignition Detection 
Indicator

Get to get into and start your vehicle only if the correct device is present, has a working 
battery and is not interfered with by other electronics

Electronic Brake Force 
Distribution Trouble Indicator

The system is unavailable or has a fault. In either case, an authorized repair facility will be 
needed to resolve its issue.

Low Coolant Warning Symbol The engineâ€™s cooling system is low on fluid. Topping off the cooling system fluid â€” 
while the engine is cool â€” may resolve the issue.

Low Coolant Warning Symbol The engineâ€™s cooling system is low on fluid. Topping off the cooling system fluid â€” 
while the engine is cool â€” may resolve the issue.

Check Gas Cap Indicator Check that the capâ€™s seal is good and replace the cap if the seal is cracked or otherwise 
damaged. 

Check Gas Cap Indicator Check that the capâ€™s seal is good and replace the cap if the seal is cracked or otherwise 
damaged. 

Check Gas Cap Indicator Check that the capâ€™s seal is good and replace the cap if the seal is cracked or otherwise 
damaged. 

Check Gas Cap Indicator Check that the capâ€™s seal is good and replace the cap if the seal is cracked or otherwise 
damaged. 

Check Gas Cap Indicator Check that the capâ€™s seal is good and replace the cap if the seal is cracked or otherwise 
damaged. 

Speed Warning Indicator The top cannot be activated because the car is moving too fast.
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Security and Immobilizer System 
Indicator

The vehicle is immobilized.

Electronic Shift or Throttle Control 
Indicator

your vehicle is either kept it in a lower gear for more 
powerful acceleration in difficult terrain or allowed to 
throttle more powerfully or deliberately

Keyless Ignition Detection Indicator
 a vehicle to be started only when an electronic key is 
present in, and detected by, the vehicle

Traction and Active Traction Control 
Indicator

Indicate that the system has been activated and doing 
its job to maintain traction in slippery conditions

Traction and Active Traction Control 
Indicator

Indicate that the system has been activated and doing 
its job to maintain traction in slippery conditions

Traction and Active Traction Control 
Indicator

Indicate that the system has been activated and doing 
its job to maintain traction in slippery conditions

Park Assist Systems Indicator The system is activated and working.

Active or Advanced Cruise Control 
Indicators

The system is responding to traffic ahead and the arrow 
indicates a speed has been set.

Active or Advanced Cruise Control 
Indicators

The system is turned on and amber when actually 
adjusting the distance to a vehicle ahead. 

Cruise or Speed Control Text Indicator

The cruise control is engaged. 
It is perfectly straightforward, as opposed to the two 
image symbols below that are now often used in its 
place.

Cruise or Speed Control Text Indicator

The cruise control is engaged. 
It is perfectly straightforward, as opposed to the two 
image symbols below that are now often used in its 
place.

Cruise or Speed Control Text Indicator A speed is set

Cruise or Speed Control Text Indicator The cruise control is engaged

Lamp Out Indicator

Automatic Headlight Dimmer or 
Malfunction Indicator

Indicates that the high beams are on and that the 
system will automatically (AUTO or A) switch between 
the low and high headlight beams on the automobile 
depending on whether or not sensors detect oncoming 

Automatic Headlight Dimmer or 
Malfunction Indicator

Indicates that the high beams are on and that the 
system will automatically (AUTO or A) switch between 
the low and high headlight beams on the automobile 
depending on whether or not sensors detect oncoming 

Park Lamp or Tail Light (Canada) Indicator All the lights, except the headlights, are in use.

Turn Signal Indicator

Auto Brake Hold Indicator The Auto Brake Hold system is activated.

Auto Brake Hold Indicator The Auto Brake Hold system is activated.



Lane Departure Warning Indicator The system is simply on.

MDM Mode Indicator M Dynamic Mode is activated
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Temperature Warning Indicator
Indicates that the coolant temperature is below what is needed for optimum 
performance.

Automatic Headlight Dimmer or Malfunction 
Indicator

The high beams are on and that the system will automatically (AUTO or A) 
switch between the low and high headlight beams on the automobile 
depending on whether or not sensors detect oncoming vehicle head lights in 
the distance.

Automatic Headlight Dimmer or Malfunction 
Indicator

The high beams are on and that the system will automatically (AUTO or A) 
switch between the low and high headlight beams on the automobile 
depending on whether or not sensors detect oncoming vehicle head lights in 
the distance.

High or Low Beam on Indicators
The light is active only when the high beams are active (turned on) and has 
been a standard in vehicles for decades.

High or Low Beam on Indicators
The light is active only when the high beams are active (turned on) and has 
been a standard in vehicles for decades.

Frost or Cold Warning or Snow Mode Indicator 
Some charge in the main EV battery may be lost or unavailable due to cold 
weather.
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Maintenance or Service Required Indicator

Lane Departure Warning Indicators
The vehicle is traveling close to either the left or the right of the 
traveling lane.

Lane Departure Warning Indicators
The vehicle is traveling close to either the left or the right of the 
traveling lane.

Park Assist Systems Indicator The system is activated and working.

Low Speed, Grade and Terrain Assist Indicator Indicates a problem with Downhill Speed Regulation.

Active or Advanced Cruise Control Indicator
The system is turned on and amber when actually adjusting the 
distance to a vehicle ahead. 

Automatic Headlight Dimmer or Malfunction 
Indicator

The high beam system off. The park lights are on

Master Warning Light Indicator
Alert the driver to look for a message in the information center, but 
the message will not involve a serious drivability issue.

Power Top Trouble Indicator A convertible top partially open.

Power Top Trouble Indicator The trunk partition is not fully closed. 


